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(H) It hoped bloodshed can be avoided or reduced to absolute minimum.

(I) It hoped that during process and after, developments gonducted in such
manner as to retain and increase the pecessary relations between VNese and
Americans which will allow for progress of country 20d successful prosecution
of the war. :

[Docyment 129}
Reprinted from New York Times
C.LA. Station Chief's Cable on Coup Prospects in Saigon
Cablegram from: Mr. Richardson 10 Mr. McCone, Aug. 28, 1963.

Situation here has reached point of po return. Saigon is armed camp. Current
indications are that Ngo family have dug in for Jast ditch battle. It is our con-
sioerea esiimazte tbat General officers cannot retreat now. Conein’s meeting with
Gen. Khiem (Szigon 0346) reveals that overwhelming majority of general of-
ficers, excepting Dinh and Cao, are united, have conducted prior planning, real-
ize that they must proceed quickly, and undersiand that they bave no aliernative
but 10 go forward. Unless 1he generals are neutralized before being able to launch
their operation, we believe they will act and that they bave good chance 10 win.
If General Dinh primerily and Tung secondly cannot be neutralized at outset,
there mav be widespread fighting in Saigon and serious Joss of life.

We recognize the crucial stakes are involved and have no doubt that the gen-
erals do also. Situation has changed drastically since 21 AugusL. 1f the Ngo fam-
ily wins now, they and Vietnam will stagger on to final defeat at the hands of
their own people 2nd the VC. Should a generals’ revolt occur and be put down,
GVN will sharply reduce American presence in SVX. Even if they did not do
5o, it seems clear that American public opinien and Congress, as well as world
opinion, would force withdrawal or reduction of American support for VN
under the Ngo administration.

Bloodshed can be avoided if the Ngo family would step down before the com-
ing armed action. . . . It s obviously preferzbie that the generals conduct this
effort without apparent American assistance. Otherwise, for 2 long time in the
future, they will be vulnerable to charges of being American puppets, which they
are not in any sense. Nevertheless, we all undersiand that the effort must suc-
ceed and that whatever needs 1o be done on our part must be done. If this at-
tempt by the g:nerals does not take place or if it fails, we believe it o exaggera-
tion 1o say that VN runs serious 7isk. of being lost over the course of time.

[Document 130]

August 29, 1963
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STATE TO LODGE AND HARKINS
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ccurse. Specific decisions follow:
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STATE 279
STATE TO LODGE
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